E may have
been In the
middle of
Kemya's Lai
kipia  pla-
teau, but 1 have never been
maore grateful for the presence

of the senior jommt-master of

the Meynell and South Stafls
hunt, It was not Phil Arthers
potential skills in pursuing the
jackal that |
exught, but his expertise in
masaging  knotied
out of a hack in spasm

Protesting

slver-backed
Al
mudcles

muscles were
tn be expected. 1 had joined
this group of
gorrs on their bustess day, Six

horse  salan-

hours of weaving  through

thorn trees and galloping
across grassy plains with the
comstant fear of falling into an
aarchark hole had taken s
toll. Controlling a thorough-
bred fresh from victories on
the macetrack required sorme-
thing [ seemed to be lack-
ing—riding fitness The minis-
tratvons ol |]'.'i€ part-tme
('I'l'l'lTIl'
sackdle-horne consultation with

chiropractor and a
a GP from Sussex (another
chent on the rip), which pro-
duced some pambkillers, and |
was ready for the next keg of
our drama-strewn  jouwmey

across vast private ranches,
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Thanks w the well<crali-
el commpOstion of the o
drawn from some of the top

English hunig, there was as

much o I 45 on a (,_l'unt:'.
Monday or a Meynell Thurs-
day. 1 was not the only ca-
sualty of our epic joumey, A
subscnber from the Warwick-
shire sustmwmned a brinse on lgs
:iﬁ]ll buttock from a [l onto

a rock! 1 was 3o large and
purple that 1t could have won
firse prize in the Siblord Go-

wer best-beetroot competition
The same rider was later sur
prised o sec a lange, pointed,
white spike appearing through
the map that he was bus

« WINTER 2001

studyving while s

ol a route |I| «An

had become entang

harmp wentacks of a wait-a-hit

- i

thom bush, his map, whip and
hat left danghog hike prizes a
a Lair. This may al
alarming bt these riders had

1||I|'|||1

ol comme lor a [pereny trek, and
safiunt Jeader | 'nstan "n-'lr\]llllx
took the group on an arven-
el

The Warwickshine v

wre they will pever o

lirTJ

mantully continued with the
ail of an miflatable peck pil-
IJ{'.‘ ,-l‘ I'..lll 'I]ll':]"l 1;l| 'I!l
|:‘12:.!'.1 I'he only remedy deem-
ed sulicient for the heavi-

which Mt

v swollen  kaer



Voorspay sustained from a kick
‘delivered h\_ a borse, not a
chent] was a coune of double
whiskvs taken every evening
A former Household Ca-
valry officer, Mr Voorspuy camne
to Kenya 20 years ago and is
known throughout Africa for
heading some of the most
dredevil expeditions on the
contment. We fled [rom an
ageressive matnarch elephant
who trumpeted at us and
thundered twwands our group;
we galloped alongude zebra
as they sped across the green
halls: we watched as a Martial
cagle swooped on an unsuspect-
ing yellow-necked spurfowd,

Being on horses, we appearcd
1o become 5,\..11! of the ammal
kaingdom, althoueh fortunate-
Iv not am item on the menu
I'he Crocodile Dundee of
Kenya, with his leather humnt-
ing whip {uschul for scaring ofl
truculent carmivores] and felt
bush hay, Mr Voorspuy also
his an encyclopaedic know-
ledge of Afncan birds, game
and landscapes. It was not
merely a zebea but a Grevy's
zebra, its much closer sinpes
glaringly obvious once they
had heen pointed out. The
anallest crested lark did not
rscape his attention or sum-
mary of s breeding and

[Above] A rare quict moment, as the borses (and riders)
catch their breath, (Left) This safarci is no pony trek:
beware of elephants that can thander towards you

feeding habis. He helped us
to perpret and understansd
the incredible srhts we were
sceing:  herds of impala
swirling about the plain and
trickling through gaps in the
bush, like sands of grain in an
hour glass; the Boneses fience-
ly protecting thesrr cubs while
the bons looked on indulgent-
ly; the massive, lone kudu bull
drinking down a1 the damy the
full moon lighting up the
landscape in a wash of woft
wngenne, the slhouettes of
the acacas standing out hke
sentinels on a border outpost,
His passion and love of Africa,
wildlife andd nature bums as
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fiercely as a camp fire. He has
even donated several  safari
holidays to ralee moncy for
the Counmryside Allance,

Mr Voorspuy has his vi-
cess he appears to be drawn
Towan [5- ] Edlﬁ';l iree 1;1" o4
hyena w a bon kil "Why go
round a howzontal acacka i it
can be jumped? seems to be
the l,lilﬂu:mp:l;'_._ To add w
the sense of participating in
an African wvemsion of the
Grand National, we were a¢-
ocompanied throughout the dery
by loose horses, there in case
one of the others became
injured. Their herd instine
ensured that they stuck close



lor most of the day (when we
mught cover up 10 25 miles
|1ul IJIl.l\l‘ll!i.I!ll Ly ﬂulu]ll
appear ot of the bush w0 o
in front just as 1 was lining up
a dead ook, [ oooudd -
RIBE O COMIMeEnGMor sawng
“Anal they're coming up to the
Fith fence, the camel dung
i .« ooannd, ol I think a
koose hovse 15 gomg (o nter-
lere andl, ves, ii»-]. Bras's 13-
der las been deageed tuough
a b backwarrds,

Lus )Nt themselves
with the vaganes of the
Afnican bushy, all elients specinl
thear hest iy st Ielormiime

the Voorspuy's sublime colo-
Eli".l1'\.
drive north of Natrobi, Hen

nial  property theee
they expenence an outing with
Mr Bell's hounds (see COUN-
IRY Lie, December 201/27
20005, the drag humt allowing
famiharsation with the horses,

Onee on safan, the stan
tards of fowod and comlort an

(Abwe) A back-up team ensures that the camp
is always ready for weary horses and riders
(Right) A boulder or cow-elephani?

maintained. A back-up team
cosures that a CAMP 5 O0WEYN
ready for pired and  hunen
rders. Normally set in a na-
tural clearing and besde a
l-i'-i"l rlll' \""!‘"“ll{’i'_‘ st s
menton the sweeping view of
.'\-lullllt Kl fiva

we had on o lase dlay), each

snow=Cappedd
wnt  has  comfortalile  camp
beds and s own  lovison

]u'l-.irul ”uT

aviulable, as well

\-il'l‘“l+!‘ L)
as superb
meals such as roast zebm in
the evening and porndege amd
wrnmbded vews i the mom
g, The chel bakes all his
own bread and makes debi-
cions  cakes tlun o wonld wain
prozes at a Hampesdire W
For the iruly
there was an opportunity 1o
flv up north after the nding

salan 10 the romote arcas

'-iull'll‘]':

near the Ethiopian border, for
sand-grouse shooting and fish-
g 1n Lake Twkana for Nile

perch, The hght nself, m a

(Belvaw] On horseback, you hecome part of the animal
kingdom, snot an ltem on the menu

£ Y
4
% |
Fe |
R
W
‘.‘\
-
[ §
f‘\ " "

stiall Ceessua hang over the
Matthiesss monntan range and
Chalty desent,
miakes the tp worth 1

Iow  oner e

The dowcks of sand-erouse
m reality mone like o cross
L LR ] |:|ut1|i-i-.;r and a
dove that appear oo the de-
wnt bomron bike swarmms of bees
come Into the oasis at Ka-
Wwcha lor water, Eelor |II'A||||.-
e !ull VTR Iin Irl‘.ill'
Ihey make extremicly sporting
birds and are delicious w el
partcularly for breakfast, Nik
perch e equally  appetis

s
el Lake Twrkana is 4 won-
'*IﬂllT!‘. rermote Tl |-|.r‘.;|' Lk
150 males long), s shiminer-
MMt Ereenness canmumg o the
-al!nflil_'L'_‘. e i.tIJl i

A safan with Mr Voors-
puy & sure 10 be exciting and
entenaimng  he can  recile
ol of l”:![.li!l Hi':!uL't [
tomary Tale!,
i. o '.II A i

man  workd’s  bravest

1The visnor's book
e of the eques-
Mein-
bess - eventer Lucinda Green
former n|'..|1|'p:--1l Araten
o Ky _l-r-I-I:h'. Greenall aned
exploney Robin Hanbary-Tem
N among them

Four some, the adventun
will Bast o Difetome (e salbe
seriber [roan the Wonoester
dure was sure  that  every

boulder was u oom=clepluam

preparing o clurge; and for
athers, they i never gt
lllll.‘l','ll. I'Il dactor Freamy Sigs-
seX wat on her eighth p and
las alveady booked o metum
mn Febmpuy

GO WILD
AND EXOTIC

Wild and Exobic arranges
!u'rm'u'.tl}\rll |mh'-||;1l\'t (T

wild aned ‘exoti locitions
worldwide, purticulirdy in
Suuth & Fast Alrica, and the
Paragonan remon of South
America The finn's speeiality
Is thie ||h;..l||i-\..:li4 ay (il hee \im}.:
ol sund tekbports’ iineranes
it vernote atid nspodt
locatmns=tor disiduals,
couples on small groups.

Wild and Exote curmemby
has wvailabilie on its group
fide thuongl the mon
seznole urves of Masseland
i Kerva with Oilbem
Safiris, fom Ovtobier 2 1o
Chober 1220008, There will
b an opliatal extension o
et sastvd=gromse el fish for
N e alterwande

Posrvsedor a |0k riding
saibart wih O heat stan
Fivwmn o 2 TONN, e binding
ineternational Hichis

Wikd and Exote: (1450
THAO Iz fax, W13 TRESET:
-l Anliwiklindexotic.om;
ke wwwowldandlevenie conk




